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arch. His features were not perfectly regular. He had
an aquiline nose broad at the base, a rather large mouth
with prominent underlip, and small irregular teeth. His
eyes were light hazel, and his very fine curly and glossy
hair was light brown. He had a fair complexion, with
much colour. His countenance was very expressive, and
responsive to his feelings, and when he was happy he smiled
beautifully. His eyes were wonderfully bright, and seemed
almost to emit a soft light when animated. He had a full-
toned impressive voice that was not musical and which he
had cultivated for lecturing. It was very effective on the
mixed audiences at general lectures,
After acquiring an impression of the ideas and personality
of Davy during the most important part of his career, his
early history may be related. He was born in Penzance
on December I7th, 1778. His ancestor had come from
Norfolk in the time of Elizabeth to act as the steward of
the Duke of Bolton's es.tafes. Ever since his family had
lived fairly comfortably/ - 'They had usually learned to read
and write, and never passed into th$ poor labouring classes.
His grandfather was a successful/builder, and his father,
Robert, was a wood-carver, with a small farm. Robert Davy
appears to have been a capable carver. In his youth he had
been sent to London to serve his apprenticeship. He was
not very energetic, and an unenterprising business man.
He died at the age of forty-eight, and left little wealth to
his widow and five children.
Davy's origin in the lower middle class is of considerable
importance. Later in life he became notoriously snobbish.
The lower middle class is the most snobbish of all classes
because its members, while possessing the social aspirations
of their class, are the most insecure and liable to depression
into the labouring class. The desire to remain in the middle
class is one of its members' most powerful complexes. It
is an important source of the energy of Fascist social move-
ments. Davy's mother was a capable and attractive woman.
When left with the prospect of poverty she started a
milliner's shop in partnership with a French woman who
had fled to England during the Revolution. Davy could